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On the Governance Structure of University in China
GONG Yi-zu
(Nanjing A gricultural University, Public Administration School, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: University itself is not the only subject of interest in its running activity. The establishment of
governance structure of a university refers to building a kind of power structure for decision—making that could
reflect the university’s stakeholder characteristics and principal —agent relationship in response to the needs of
modern university governance characterized by conflicts and multiple interests. The university ownership reform has
provided the legal foundation and operational possibility for establishing the contract of principal—agent relationship
between government and university. China’s universities have already gone through pre—governance period and
governance is no longer a vague concept for them. The governance structure, which aims at building reasonable
relations between university’s decision—making process and social subjects so as to realize social value balance,
exerts much more fundamental influences on the development of modern universities than that of management
structure.
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