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On the trand or mation of the professor's authority
MIAO Rong-nan, XIE An-bang
(1. School of Educational Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China;
2. School of Educational Science, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)
Abstract : Academic organizations and academic researches require innovations and guid-
ances of authorities. From the Middle Ages to today , universities have never lacked authori-
tiesof profound learning. Inthe Middle Ages, the professor s authority was gradually formed
based on the knowledge acquired , which was regulated in the academic chair systemin the u-
niversities of Germany in the 19th century. However , the authority became weakened at a
certain extent in the departments of American universties around 1900. The individual au-
thority in the high education system will exist forever if we recognize the importance of the
val ues of both capability and freedom of academy.
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