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The Evolution and Characteristics of the Power Pattern in Western Universities

Yang Tianping & Wang Chao

Abstract: The distribution and control of the power of universities in western countries have experienced various
development processes in different periods and areas while keeping the internal logic during the transformation. The
evolution of the power pattern in western universities is a process of pursuing the optimized power configuration and
achieving the self-regulated development that is in accordance with the social development and boosting the vitality of
themselves. There have been formed 3 models and 4 characteristics. The 3 models are as follows: the European model,
represented by Italy, France and Germany, in which the government and the professor are more powerful than the school;
the English model, in which the government, university and professor are more or less in the same power position;and the
American model, in which the university overpowers both the government and professor. Meanwhile, the 4 characteristics
are the co—existence of academic power and administrative power, the coordination of professors managing universities
and professors governing academic studies, the balance between limited governmental control and limited university
autonomy, and the combination of university’s autonomy and social participation.
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