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Goals, Features, Content, and Strategies in Constructing
Modern University System with Chinese Characteristics
ZH ONG Bing-lin,ZHAO Yingsheng, HONG Yu
(Faculty of Education, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)
Abstract: T o establish a modern university system is an important component of China s reform of higher education
w hich intents to coordinate and improve the relationship betw een the university and the government, and that betw een the v~
niversity and the society, to resolve the conflicts betw een academic and administrative powers. This attempt should be rooted
in the Chinese politics and the education management system, the special historical and cultural traditions, the particular se-
cial stage of development and international environment. In this process, it is necessary to adapt the reasonable contents of
the western university system on the one hand, and to consider China’ s national conditions on the other. It should be of unt+
versality, epochality, efficiency, legality, diversiform, and other features. At present, the framew ork of the modern univer
sity system with Chinese characteristics has been basically clear, but the specific content needs specification. The follow six
aspects should be taken into account: (i) to improve the government’ s macroeconomic administration, (i) to improve the u-
niversity leadership structure, (iii) to optimize the organizational structure, (iv) to achieve a democratic management, (v)
to develop and implement the university charter, and (vi) to promote professional evaluation. In the reform implementation,
there should have a systematic design for the overall advances, command the key points of how to running a university, make
constructive breakthroughs, combine the “ topdown” with the “ bottomup’ approaches, improve the coordination mecha-
nisms of stakeholders and reduce resistance to changes, pay attention to the culture reconstruction, and recover the universt+
ty spirit of its own.

Key words: modern university system; higher education; educational reform
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